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EB has been named as a winner of the Queen’s Award for Enterprise 

in the 2009 Innovation category. The award has been granted in 

recognition of innovative engineering for the offshore oil and gas, 

marine telecom and renewables industries.
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Since joining the IHC Merwede 
group of companies in March 
2008, EB has undergone a 
phased rebranding to reflect its 
new ownership and integration 
into the IHC family. 
 
In the latest step EB is pleased 
to announce the launch of its 
new website, where you can find 
enhanced details of our capabilities, 
track record and latest career 
opportunities.
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Ploughing On
Growing client order books 
and demanding project 
requirements are driving the 
delivery of EB’s plough systems 
for the offshore wind and 
telecom sectors. 

XL’ing at power cable burial
EB is currently hard at work on its 
two latest plough systems for, the 
increasingly in demand installation 
contractor, Subocean Group.

To meet future project requirements 
EB has developed a new plough 
design for burial of power cables 
up to 3m in hard seabeds. The so-
called Sea Stallion 4XL features the 
same robust design, simplicity, and 
unexposed hydraulic systems, that 
have ensured reliable operations on 
previously supplied 2m Sea Stallion 4 
systems. The new plough model 
features a share design based on the 
Sea Stallion 3 deep water plough and 
can withstand tow forces in excess of 
150 tonnes.

EB is also supplying a complete new 
Sea Stallion 4 system to complement 
Subocean’s existing fleet of EB ploughs.

Three of a Kind 
EB has also been actively supporting 
another client whose new plough has 
been mobilised ahead of ploughing 
trials in the Mediterranean. 

The client’s experience of 
successfully operating two existing 
Sea Stallion 3 systems, led them to 
request that the design of the latest 
Sea Stallion 3 remained unchanged. 
Underlining their confidence in 
the performance, reliability and 
ruggedness of the Sea Stallion 3 design.

The new system is capable of working 
in 2,000m of water and features EB’s 
proven share design which allows 3m 
burial in a wide range of conditions, 
whilst minimising residual tension in 
the installed cable.

EB has an order book of nearly 
£60 million for innovative and large 
pieces of equipment to be delivered 
to the offshore oil and gas industry 
alone over the course of the next 
two years, leaving EB well placed in 
these times of economic uncertainty. 
We are actively looking for our 
next major project and have some 
interesting possibilities already lined 
up to allow EB to continue to grow 
in both size and stature within the 
industries in which we are active.
 

We are actively recruiting and now 
have nearly 200 people working 
at the company, predominantly 
graduate professional engineers and 
are hopefully near to completing 
a deal which will take EB to a new 
site with improved capabilities for 
both ourselves and our clients and 
hope that we can make further 
announcements in the near future.
 
We have certainly come a long way 
since EB was founded by four of us, 

all engineers, almost 12 years to 
the day in April 1997. I would like 
to thank the continued support of 
our clients, staff and suppliers, by 
working together through these 
difficult times and supporting one 
another we can ensure that we 
come through the current recession 
stronger and more capable for the 
next boom.
 
Tony Trapp
Managing Director

Sea Stallion 4XL

We are extremely proud to have received the Queen’s Award for Enterprise in the Innovation 
category. This is an award not just for the company but for every member of our innovative team, 
EB is passionate about engineering and the innovative solutions we design for our clients in the 
offshore oil and gas, marine defence and offshore renewable energy industries. Equally, I am a 
passionate believer in the strength of the creative and talented team at EB; and – looking just 
slightly further afield – in the strength and resourcefulness of the North East supply chain that 
we make use of whenever possible. 

The recently mobilised Sea Stallion 3Sea Stallion 4 with construction team 
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Mike Crosby, senior engineer for the 
ploughs, commented “Our design 
focused on increasing levels of 
performance, productivity, reliability 
and safety, and allows our clients 
to trench the largest and longest 
subsea pipelines. During the whole 
process of design and build we took 
maximum advantage of the proven 
north east of England supply chain.”

The ploughs have taken approx two 
years from concept to ex works 
delivery and over this time a true 
partnership developed between EB 
and the client, one of the key factors 
for a very successful project.

The new build PL3 and BPL3 ploughs are the largest subsea ploughs 
EB has developed. Designed to handle pipeline diameters of up to 
1.55m, in water depths of 1,000m, they will be used for the burial 
of main pipeline trunk routes across the globe. Their design follows 
the theme of ploughs being specified for ever-larger pipe diameters, 
to match technological developments.
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BPL3 being delivered to the loadout area at 

Hadrian Riverside

PL3 and BPL3 ploughs being prepared for loadout
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Jay-Lay Tower UpdateWind driven R&D
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Integrated solutions
Other ideas include a novel 
skidding beam method to allow a 
standardised vessel interface and 
the development of a modular 
tower system based around a core 
structure and auxiliary systems 
allowing a wide range of functions 
to be undertaken. 

The Arctic concept includes 
an ‘incubated’ work enclosure 
potentially heated by waste heat 
from the engines, overhead 
craneage to improve moonpool 
based and deck handling activities 
and a new form of equipment 
construction to allow use within 
a confined enclosure.

Further details of the proposed 
concepts will be unveiled and 
discussed at OTC in Houston.

EB and some of its sister companies within the IHC Merwede group 
are currently undertaking an R+D programme aimed at providing  
clients with integrated solutions for vessels and equipment spreads 
with enhanced capabilities. So far three separate concepts have 
been generated including the Arctic Vessel shown below.

The tower structure will be approx 
65 metres high onto which will 
be installed a large array of more 
complex equipment. Most of the 
additional equipment and controls 
systems are now being produced 
in parallel to the tower at IHC EB 
facilities and throughout our North 
East supply chain.

Now in the second year of this very complex but prestigious design 
and build project, IHC EB is now into the key stage of the main 
tower structure fabrication. This vital phase of the project is very 
much hands on and has got to be executed in a meticulous manner, 
as the tower structure forms the backbone of the pipelay system.

Developers, utilities, turbine manufacturers and contractors in 
the offshore wind sector are continuing with their efforts to make 
construction of large scale projects around Europe’s coasts a reality.

In preparation for these ambitious 
projects, EB and its partners 
within IHC Merwede are currently 
developing a range of systems and 
vessel designs for the installation 
of future foundations and turbines. 
Our aim is to produce more efficient, 
cost effective and weather tolerant 
systems that can contribute to the 
long term success of the offshore 
wind sector.
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